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Soo K Chan, founding principal and design director at SCDA
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His first foray into New York City has propelled him to the ranks of design masters such as Norman Foster and Robert A.M. Stern as
one of the city’s 20 biggest power players in real estate, as named by the New York Post this June. But Soo K Chan, who established
his private architectural practice SCDA in 1995 and has left his mark in over 30 cities, expresses nothing but a modest appreciation for
the recognition. The Yale-educated architect used fervour for excellent design even as a youth; whether he was creating a structure

using building blocks or model kits, he never stopped at anything short of perfect. He credits that same commitment to details to
SCDA’s success today. His Big Apple debut is Soori High Line, a posh 31-unit residential building in West Chelsea. The property is
being developed by Siras Oriel Development, a joint venture between New York-based Siras Development and Soo’s Singapore-based
Oriel Development. Following it are two other residential properties within the city: 515 Highline is already making waves with the
release of renderings of its standout architecture; the other is a 38-storey residential tower at 118 East 59th Street.
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Is it important for SCDA to be an international brand?

We are headquartered in Singapore and this will always be our home base from which to share the great talent and design sensibility
of Singapore to the world. But it’s important to be visible on an international level, and building in a major metropolis like New York
City helps. You’'ll be in a position to benchmark yourself against the best and the brightest of each city or country. Singapore is a small
market and I decided very early on that we would look outwards, regionally and internationally. That approach has served us well and
has helped us ride out the economic cycles.
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What is success to you?
Success comes when you believe that you have made a difference by being true to whom you are and being a mentor to those starting
out in the industry.
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Have you ever thought, ‘Wow, I’ve made it’?

Never. There’s always something else ahead to focus on—a new vision to bring to life, a new territory to explore. I feel the need to
constantly engage new environments, cultures and people, because I like to remain challenged and inspired to elevate design to a new
level. That is what drives me. Passionate and committed individualist motivate me as well; successful individuals inspire me. Besides,
an architect is only as good as his last work. So you really are trying to measure up to your own expectations.
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What was the toughest lesson so far?
I'learnt that if there’s something I really want to do, there will come a point where I will have to stop waiting for that magical
opportunity to present itself and just say, “I’ll have to make this happen by doing it myself.”
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Any moment you look back on and have a good chuckle over?

As a student at the Yale School of Architecture, I had designed a chair that in retrospect was perhaps not the best chair. But I spent
my summer in New York City calling up anyone and everyone to see if they would like to review my chair design. Everyone was very
nice to me, but that’s what I call youthful exuberance.
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Is there a ‘Singapore spirit’ driving SCDA’s success?
I think it is both the Singapore spirit and personal drive. You need to have it in you and you also need the right environment to bring
out the best in yourself. And Singapore is that environment.
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What else do you hope to do for Singapore?
I’d like to continue to be involved in the design fraternity and to bring to light internationally the level of architectural design talent
and the enormous pool of architectural design expertise we have here.
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Soo shares his portfolio at good design at
SingaporeTatler.com/aug15

Soo £ SingaporeTatler.com/aug15 b A BT/ 22 T Al R 5

1995 Soo K Chan founded SCDA. First commission, converting a shophouse in Cairnhill into a family home.

Firm makes its name designing luxury condominiums and hospitality projects incorporating landscape and interior design.
2618 somvagssrrisoeasirBpiHgAeyelormrat Soori High Line in New York City.
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